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Drones in the wider innovation/ emerging technology landscape

• Responding to societal need: macro-level pandemics, climate change but also 
micro-level safety, productivity, labour shortages. 

• Automation: robotics (incl drones) part of a new Cyber-Physical Infrastructure 
(CPI)

• New Department for Science, Innovation & Technology: raising ambition
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❖ Forecast: £150bn potential impact of RAS 
deployment in service sectors by 2035, but 
only £6bn on current adoption trends.
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The drone opportunity

2030 UK drone opportunity

Advancing airborne autonomy vision: 
“commercial drones will be commonplace 
in the UK by 2030 in a way that safely 
benefits society and the economy”

Looking ahead:

- Regulation: SORA, Remote ID, UTM

- End user uptake: cost and quality; 
training and skills, standards, outreach

… A joint challenge for Government and 
the sector. 
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Looking forward
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Policy: DfT Flightpath; Advancing Airborne Autonomy

Funding: £125m Future Flight. 17 projects underway +

CAA support. Networks.

Pro-innovation regulation

• RHC, FAIWG, Ofcom, BVLOS Ops Forum

Unlocking commercial growth

• Driving uptake: drones as business as usual
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