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1. Why Government consider these 
technologies important for the UK

• Benefits to UK citizens 

through better services and 

societal benefits

• Environmental benefits 

through fewer emissions and 

use cases

• Green economic 

growth through jobs, 

exports, and investment



Safer, faster and cheaper public services

ARPAS conference



Environmental benefits by reducing 
emissions

Westminster Business Forum



Economic growth and jobs

Westminster Business Forum



2. What is Government’s approach

Westminster Business Forum

AMBITION AND LEADERSHIP 
TO SET DIRECTION

WORK IN PARTNERSHIP LEARNING BY DOING 



Ambition and leadership

Capturing the potential of new technology and its uses was outlined as 

one of ten priorities for the aviation sector over the next decade in 

“Flightpath to the Future”, May 2022.

Set direction and work closely with industry and the regulator to 

develop and publish a plan for the Future of Flight. The plan will set 

out the steps the Government and the regulator will take over the next 

three to five years to facilitate bringing these new air mobility services 

to market. 

Our vision is that by 2030 commercial drones will be commonplace 

in the UK in a way that safely benefits the economy and wider 

society. Drones will deliver new capabilities, boost productivity and 

reduce emissions and risk to life, while sharing airspace equitably and 

safely with other users”.

       Drones Ambition Statement, July 2022



Future of Flight Action Plan  - Strategic 
Outcomes



Working with industry-The Future of 
Flight Industry Group
“

The FFIG  brings together senior figures from 

Central Government, the independent Regulator, and 

Industry. It was set up in February 2023 to develop and 

deliver a Future of Flight Action Plan. It meets quarterly 

and the last meeting was in March.



Working across Government



Working internationally



Learning by doing



3. What is the UAS pathway

)

Westminster Business Forum



)

Westminster Business Forum



Technology Development to support 
airspace integration

Including technologies and trials of 

electronic conspicuity, detect and 

avoid, integrated airspace 

management

Westminster Business Forum



Access and regulation for quicker and 
easier assessment of operation 
applications 

For example, digitising 

assessment, and pre-risk defined 

assessments



Building an industry that works for the UK 
and its communities

Including setting pilot 

competencies, flightworthiness, 

product standards, noise 

policies, planning guidance, 

regulatory framework for 

autonomous operations etc…)



Questions?
futureofflight@dft.gov.uk
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